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The dispute between Ibn Saud and the Sheriff of
Mecca dated back, as I have indicated, to the time
when the religious programme of Sheikh Mohamed
Ibn Abdul Wahhab was launched under the auspices
of the first Ibn Saud, whose influence thereby received
a sudden impetus, and spread rapidly through Nejd.
At that time the influence of the Meccan Sherifs
dominated the Hedjaz, the Porte maintaining only
nominal suzerainty. Alarmed at the rapid forward
march of the Wahhabis, the Sherifs leagued them-
selves with other Emirs in Nejd, but this was not
sufficient to hold the Wahhabis who, in 1803, were
able to occupy Mecca.
During the Great War, Ibn Saud remained strictly
neutral, but not so neutral that he was unable to
prevent al Rashid rising to the assistance of the
Turks against Hassein in Mecca, Ibn Saud was in
full sympathy with the Arab revolt, and to a very-
large extent with Hassein himself. It is probable, if
Hassein had been worthy of the position which
Feisal won for him, and which he appropriated, Ibn
Saud would never have marched against him.
Letters exchanged between Ibn Saud and Hassein
during the conduct of the Arab revolt show quite
clearly that al Saud was well disposed toward Mecca
and entertained the liveliest feelings of respect and
loyalty toward the House of the Prophet. Hassein,
however, did not live up to expectations.
He had spent seventeen years in Constantinople as
the Sultan's " guest" before being appointed to the
Sherifate, and the Arabs expected great things of him.
He was folly cognizant of the sinister aims of Turkish